The name is Jasztal. Ms. Jasztal.

Fellow educators, dear students, families, kings,
queens, peasants, and countrymen, welcome to my
domain.
There have been numerous times in my life where I have written
autobiographies- at the beginning of the school year when I formally introduce
myself to my fifth graders and their parents, for the 197,684 websites I have
created (over the past hundred years or so), and in sporadic bursts on
Microsoft Word when I have felt profound.
So, should I consider myself a sage when it comes to penning (erm, typing)
autobiographies? However this turns out, here goes...
Although I appear fairly normal on the surface, I am incredibly nerdy, quirky,
and idiosyncratically awkwar
awkward... the whole nine yards. I am like a one-woman
one
band marching to a beat nobody else can hear. I proudly wear Space Camp
t-shirts with my New Balance rainbow sneakers
sneakers, smuggle NASA stickers at
Maker Faires like it is nobody else
else’ss business (all right, I take only ten or so,
but I already have more than enough
enough), research about technological gadgets
constantly, weave myself into the historical fabric of St. Augustine, Florida
with more intensity than most people who live there, and find pleasure in colorcolor
coding my math notes during class. Furthermore, to precisely emphasize how

immensely nerdy I am, I am actually typing this biography with a font I
designed on a Friday night while brainstorming unique projects my middle school
Technology Club students will have the opportunity to try in the near future.
I actually named this font... Jasztalvillian.
Oh, before I forget, I should write a little more about Technology Club.
(Sighs... Where shall I begin?) In September 2014, my friend Ronica and I
started the school’s middle school Technology Club, which currently has
approximately 80 students. Approximately a fourth of the students are eighth
graders who have been in the club since the beginning of their sixth grade
year, when all we had were two MaKey MaKeys and a 3Doodler 3D pen.
They have had the opportunity to attend the Orlando Maker Faire, the
University of South Florida Engineering Expo, sleep under the Atlantis at
Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, visit multiple college campuses to
explore science and technology, simulate flying at iFly, and participate in a
program at Disney’s Hollywood Studios called “Managing Your Personal Brand”
(as well as do so much more).
Aside from that, I am the middle school Brain Bowl co-advisor, which is one of
the coolest things I have ever done in my teaching career because I was a
member of Brain Bowl in my eighth grade year in 1996!
In an attempt to be (remotely) normal, here are some basics:
- I began my teaching career fresh out of college (when I was barely
22 years old). It was the wondrous year of 2004 when I was
introduced to the invigorating world of fourth graders. I taught fourth
grade for nine years and have taught fifth grade since fall 2013.
- Although I look like I am still in my mid-twenties (yes, I just typed
that), I have actually been in the business for a while. (No, I have not
taken grand swigs from the Fountain of Youth, and I sadly must admit

-

-

-

-

drinking sulfuric water in the presence of a statue of Juan Ponce de
Leon does not magically reverse aging.)
Contrary to popular theory, science was not always my favorite subject.
(Now, I like science along with one another subject, which will be
revealed very soon.) I actually disliked science because I did not have
the opportunity to delve into experimentation often (so I saw it as a
glorified reading subject). With that said, I am a lifetime hard-core
history buff who derives from enthusiasts of the Revolutionary War, Civil
War, and Industrial Revolution. I had my presidents and state capitals
memorized by the end of elementary school. My mother purchased
paper dolls for me from all the different eras. Although history class
was never really a hands-on experience, either, I was invested.
I absolutely despised math until I was about twenty-four years old. I
somewhat disliked it until I was about... thirty. (Ironically, for the 20142015 school year, I CHOSE to teach math and science on a daily basis
to approximately forty fifth graders.)
So this delves into another very sensitive topic. Teaching was not always
my number one desire. As young as kindergarten or so, I wanted to be
a fashion designer, and by the end of elementary school, I was also
interested in being an architect. Interwoven in there was being an
author- and well, being a teacher- because I loved playing school (even
before I went to school).
I fully support Arts education. I adored my music appreciation class in
sixth grade and eventually joined the chorus in high school. I loved art
and acting classes as well. I was a member of the Thespians for three
of four years in high school, although I was not phenomenal (I cannot
say I am not the greatest now, either, though I am much more
comfortable with my stage presence). Then when I was a sophomore in
college, I learned quite a bit about Adobe Photoshop and have been
designing digital art since. Without the arts, I would not be where I am
(or who I am) today.

- Since this relates to the arts, I am an avid photographer and have
been since high school.

- I wrote forr Scholastic for a few years (and still contribute small things
here and there). During the 2009
2009-2010 schooll year, I was their grades
3-55 National Teacher AAdvisor.
dvisor. I also contributed to a weblog about
Scholastic Storia during the 2011
2011-2012 and 2012-2013 school
hool years.
Currently, I belong to their National Advisory Board.
- There are things I would love to learn (when the time arises)arises) sign
language, playing the violin, and playing the guitar. I also hope to improve
my understanding of coding Raspberry Pi and Arduinos as well as working
with 3D printers and wearable circuitry.
- Back to the trite, myy inner nerd was validated beyond belief when I
met Neil deGrasse Tyson at the GRAIL tweetup at Kennedy Space
Center in September 2011. I hope to meet Bill Nye in the future as
well.
Essentially, what I just wrote epitomizes my being. I love teaching and
inspiring young people to follow their dreams. I cannot wait to see where else
my teaching career brings me!
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